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I.— Foreran Po.istics, 


The Bihédr Bandhu, of the 18th August, says that it behoves the 
English Government to help the Amir in the 
; present groggy we. for, without help from this 
quarter, the Amir will be obliged to look for it near Russia, and that 
power has sufficient means to give him the help that will be required to put 
down the insurrections in his country. And if this happens, the money that es 
been up to this time paid to the Amir, and spent in securing peace on the 
North-Western frontier, will have been expended for nothing. ‘The English 
Government will, moreover, have to suffer in silence the ignominy that will 
be heaped upon it by the other civilized nations for forsaking the Amir in 
is danger. 
“s 2. "The Hitavddt, of the 15th August, has the following :— 

One cause of an apprehended Afghan complication te, Lene removed by the 


; ir’s consenting to receive the proposed mission. 

The question of the Afghan For, if His Highness had not consented, an 
— attempt would have been made to obtain his consent 
by some trick or other, and if the trick had failed, force would have been used, 
But all apprehension on that score has now been removed. Still, so long as the 
Amir’s reply, naming a time and a place, is not received, the writer cannot feel 
himself perfectly at ease. Lord Roberts will head the mission. But the 
Afghans know him thoroughly well, and the fearful scenes which he enacted in 
their country are engraved in their minds in characters of blood. They will 
not, therefore, easily allow him to enter their country with a following. And 
that will necessarily lead to trouble. The writer is therefore opposed to sending 
a mission at all. 

3. The Banganivdst, of the 19th August, says that the Amir’s reply to 
the Government of India’s proposal to send a mis- 
sion to Afghanistan shows him in quite a different 
light to that in which he is generally held up before the Indian public. It is 
clear from his reply that he is a politician whose astuteness in diplomacy 1s 
very much greater than that of the ; ase Office at Simla. And will not this 
fact alone induce the Viceroy to desist from his intention of sending a mission 
to Afghanistan ? 

4. In reference to the report that the Russian authorities have ordered 

3 the Hindu traders in Turkestan and Bokhara to 

FP Bac sel traders in Bokhara eave the country within six months, the Sanjtvant, 

of the 20th August, requests the Government of 

India to take up the cause of these traders, who, considering the nature of their 

business, namely, money lending, will find it impossible to leave the country on 
so short a notice. 


The Afghan question. 


‘The Amir’s reply. 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


5. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 19th August, says that a case 

ae | of suicide having occurred within the jurisdiction of 

dicta’ Of Suicide in the Tippera the Nabinnagar thdna in the Tippera district, the 

police was informed of the occurrence. The daroga, 

however, did not make his appearance till three days after the giving of inform- 

ation had passed away, and when he came, the corpse was in an advanced state 

of decomposition. Some relatives of the deceased were compelled to take the 

corpse to Brahmanbaria, whence it was sent on to Comillah for post mortem 

examination. And the feeling of disgust with which such a corpse must have 
been carried can be better imagined than described. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


6. The Chdéruvdrtd, of the 15th August, says that the heavy judicial 
a file in Jamélpore in the Mymensingh district, and 
the Mitt work in Jamélpore in the comparative ill-health of the Munsif, make it 
ymensiigh district. tae : 
necessary that an additional Munsif should be 
posted to the station for a short time. 
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RanGanivasi, 


Aug. 19th, 1892, 
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SaHACHAR, 
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7. The Sahachar, of the 17th August, has the following :— 
As Sir Charles Elliott was leaving the Munsif’s court at Sirajganj, a map 
suddenly came and threw himself at his feet but 
The iscident in the Sirsjgs0j the police at once interfered and had him remoyod 
eee It should have been ascertained, however, whether 
or not there was anything worth knowing in the matter. 
8, The same paper says that in a case of rape recently tried at the Beng. 
.,  ressessions, four out of five jurors returned a verdict 
Mr. Justice Tyrrell on jury trial. Of not guilty. Dissatisfied with the verdict, the 
Judge referred the case to the Allahabad High Court, and Mr. Justice Tyrrell in 
delivering judgment expressed himself to the following effect:—If the j 
gave this verdict contrary to the evidence which is so clear, the question wi 
require to be considered whether or not jury trial should be abolished in certain 
parts of the country. In the present case the guilt of the accused is so clear, 
that the only way of accounting for the verdict of the majority of the jury is 
to suppose that they wilfully did their duty improperly. Now, no exception 
can be taken to this last remark, however strong it ~ be, for the evidence 
against the accused was so clear, that no man in his senses could retum 
any other than a verdict of guilty. But what about the first remark, 
in which the country has been threatened with the abolition of the jury system 
for the fault of four men? Welsh jurors are in the habit of letting off 
accused persons for very trifling reasons, and often without any reason 
at all; but has any English Judge, on that account, ever given out any 
threat about abolishing jury trial in Wales? Indeed, if any English Judge ever 
utters such a threat, he is sure to be told by the English public to mind his own 
business. The Judges should have absolutely nothing to do with politics, For 
some years the Indians have been praying for an extension of their political 
rights and privileges. And by way of reply to their demand for a separation 
of the judicial from the executive function, persistent attempts are being made 
to curtail the power of the Judges; and by way of reply to their demand for an 
extension of local self-government, the AP vos Reser Martie of Bengal has 
drafted his new Municipal Bill; and by way of reply to their demand for an 
extension of jury trial, even High Court Judges are becoming political. - But, 
then, political Judges apparently do not know that the people of this country 
take careful note of everything that happens in England. ‘The false persona- 
tion of a voter by an ordinary coachman at the last municipal election in the 
suburbs gave rise to much comment in this country; but, if the statement of 
the Indian \Laily News newspaper’s London correspondent is to be believed, 
fraud of this kind is largely practised at the A Pete elections. This 
shows that small matters are made much of in this country. As regards jury 
trial, it is well known how Irish jurors act at times, and, how, even in civilized 
America, jurors sometimes return wrong verdicts under the influence of fear 
and bribe. Nay, is it not a fact that even in England the jury sometimes 
return strange verdicts? Nevertheless, there is the maxim of the English law— 
let any number of guilty men escape, but let not one innocent man suffer. 
Is it not a fact that in this country the number of Sessons Judges is not few 
who simply say ditto to Government pleaders? Again, judged by the maxim 
quoted above, the offence of the Benares jury seems to be lighter than that of 
Mr. Nichols, who used the ingenuity of a pettifogging lawyer in order to 
hang four innocent men, Attacks on the jury system by men like Mr. 
Justice ‘l'yrrell are doing great political harm. The four jurors, who. by the way, 
have no knowledge of the law, are no doubt guilty. But what is to be thought 
of the European Magistrate, who knows the law, and yet punishes with a fine 
of Rs. 100 a European who has been guilty of rape—an offence, for which 4 
native would be punished with seven ycars’ imprisonment ? What, again, is to be 
thought of the European Judge who inflicts a fine of Rs. 25 on a European 
soldier guilty of killing a native punka-puller; of an offence, that is, for which 
a native of India would be liable to imprisonment for at least one year? Does 
Mr. Justice Tyrrell know that, for one native juror who neglects to do his duty 
five European jurors of the same type could be found in this country ? Does bh, 
know the stuff the Cossitola jury was made of? Is it right to blame others foe 
failings from which no one can be free? The English system of government 18 
certainly a very good systcm, but it is now being systematically set at naught by 
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some officials and a few provincial rulers. As for the proposal to abolish the 
jury system, it should be observed that of all sinners the greatest is he who 
revokes his own gift. The Government which revokes a concession made by 
itself, therefore, incurs grave sin. And what, it may be asked, is the value of a 
right which may be threatened by any and every official ? 
9, The Sanjivant, of the 20th August, complains that the copyists in the 
: __.. District Judge’s Court, Mymensingh, do not deliver 
The, copyists, in stingh. copies of papers unless they receive some gratifica- 
aencieateltasia tion, theta causing great inconvenience to parties 
to suits. The sheristadar Babu and the officer in charge of the mahafezkhana 
ought to see to the matter, 
10. The Bangavdsi, of the 20th August, says that, in murder cases in 
_ which the accused cannot engage counsel or pleader, 
Defence of accused persons IN there is a rule empowering Sessons J ad es to 
eases of murder. 2 
employ pleaders at the public expense to defend 
them. But Sessions Judges generally discharge their duty in this particular 
by employing raw, inexperienced men, and the object of the rule, which is to 
give efficient legal assistance to the accused, is frustrated. It is, therefore, hoped 
that the authorities will see that the services of really able and experienced men 
are engaged in such cases, | 
ll. The same paper says that the execution of certificates under the 
The certificate procedure under + Ublic Demands Recovery Act is attended with 


the Public Demands Recovery considerable injustice and oppression. In road cess 
Act. cases, as well as in those in which the Court of 
Wards seek to realize their dues from defaulting tenants, the notices of demand 
are served by the court peons, without anybody accompanying them for 
the purpose of identifying the defaulters. And the result is that the notices are 
not unoften served on the wrong party. The following case, which is reported 
from the Rangpur district, furnishes an illustration of the manner in which the 
certificate procedure is being worked in the mufassal :—A process-serving peon 
who was going to serve a notice of demand upon a defaulter met him on the 
way. Whether he knew him to be the defaulter is not stated, but the latter 
told him that the party upon whom he was going to serve the notice was the 
owner of a piece of land, the measurements and boundaries whereof he might 
note down in the return which he would have to submit to the Collector. The 
peon accordingly took down the information, and having also entered in his 
return the name of a chaukidar of the village as a witness, without, of course, 
the knowledge of that chaukidar, forwarded the return to the Collector. Then, 
on the appointed day, Shyam’s land was sold as land which was Ram’s, 
and the defaulter purchased it benami for Rs. 2 and quietly entered into 
possession. On hearing of this, the real owner of the land came and seized the 
plough cattle with which the purchaser was tilling the land. The result of this 
was a criminal case, in which the real owner was sent to jail for having assaulted 
the purchaser, who was recognized by the court as the rightful owner of the land, 
on the ground that he had purchased it at a revenue-sale and produced the sale 
certificate, 

Now, it is true the parties, wronged b sales, held in execution of certificates, 
can have their remedy in the civil court, but what about the trouble and expense 
which litigation in the civil court involves ? 

The Public Demands Recovery Act contains no provisions relating to the 
service of notices upon the defaulters. The Collectors pay no heed to the rules 
laid down by the High Court in that behalf. The submission of the peon’s 
return is considered sufficieat evidence of service and decrees are 
ex parte, It ig no use for the judgment-debtor to ap and plead that 
notice was not served upon him, for he is told by the Collector that even if 
it be true that no notice was served upon him, still now that he has come to 
know of his liabilities, he should at once pay the amount of the certificate. The 
fact is, the Collectors and other revenue officers show a a ignorance, and 
even defiance, of the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code relating to the service 
of notices and summonses, and of the many Privy Council and High Court deci- 
sions on the subject. The Board and the Divisional Commissioners, in a manner, 
encourage these officers to act in ignorance, and even in defiance, of law and pre- 
cedent. The Public Demands Recovery Act, the law, that is, which lays down 
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the certificate procedure, is so vaguely worded, that even the most skilful lawyers 
are unable to interpret it correctly. Section 24 of the Act says that “in’ the 
peformance of their duties under this Act, all Collectors, &c., shall be subject to 
the general supervision and control of the Commissioners of Divisions and the 
Board of Revenue ;” and yet in a recent case the Board has ruled that it ig not 
empowered to hear appeals under this section. Again, the form of notice given 
in the Act is open to objection. It is said in the form “that a certificate hag 
been this day made,” showing that the date of the certificate and that of the notice 
are one and the same; but as a matter of fact this is not the case, the date of 
the service of the notice being often so much as even one whole year subsequent 
to the date of the making of the certificate. Nor does the law fix the period within 
which the certificate is to be made and notice issued Another point to be 
noted is that, while under the law the certificate can only be executed like a 
civil court decree after one month of its service, the defaulter’s property is 
attached even before the expiry of that period. 


12, The Dacca Prakdésh, of the 21st August, has heard various complaints 
against the local Deputy Magistrate, Pramada Babu. 
The Babu is said to abuse witnesses and police 
officers in foul terms, and even to beat peons and 


Pramada Babu, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Dacca. 


chaprasis. 


13. <A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd August, disapproves 
of the way in which the native press is speaking of 
maces a | Mr. Mr. Phillips for the part which he has played in the 
leit aoa rosecution of Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya of 
Mymensingh. Mr. Phillips ine certainly behaved very badly towards the Raja 
and deserves to be rebuked on that account. But he is only one amo 
many officers of Government who aré often guilty of such high-handedness, 
There are lots of officers who behave like Mr. Phillips, but whose conduct never 
comes to the knowledge of the press. In discussing Mr. Phillips’ letter to Mr. 
Mono Mohan Ghose, wherein the former is reported to have said that he would 
make no more reply to the letters that he (Mr. Ghose) might address him, a 
native newspaper, started only the other day, has vilified Mr. Phillips by ques 
tioning his parentage or extraction. But criticism of this kind is certainly very 
unjust and improper. 


14. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 24th August, says that recently Mr. Pear- 
son, Officiating Presidency Magistrate, having con. 
victed one Mr. Macbay of an offence and sentenced 
him to three months’ imprisonment, Mr. Gasper, counsel for the accused, moved 
by the wailings of his client’s relatives, pressed Mr. Pearson to commute the 
sentence to one of fine. The Magistrate did so, though not without hesitation. 
Mercy is a very good thing, if it is shown to native and European criminals 
alike ; but it is pure violation of the law,and nothing more, to show mercy toa 
European only because he is a countryman of the Magistrate. The writer 
could commend Mr. Pearson’s mercy, if similar mercy were shown to a native 
criminal by a native Magistrate, and at the request of a native pleader, and the 
authorities did not disapprove of it. 


15. ‘The same paper says:— 
A correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes from Dibrugarh in Assam 
to say that, one day about the end of July last, 
three Europeans arrived at the steamer ghat in @ 
boat. The ghat being crowded with country boats, 
the Europeans called out to the boatmen to make way for their boat. The 
native boatmen showed no signs of being in a hurry to out the orders of 
the sahebs, and openly told the sahebs so. Now, among the three European 
gentlemen was the Magistrate of the district, who, on receiving this answer, && 
once leaped to the ground and ordered a constable to arrest the boatmen. 4! 
two of them were arrested and brought before the Magistrate, who summarily 
ordered each of them to be whipped. Now, the question is, can a Magistrate 
exercise his summary powers in this way? The matter ought to be investl- 
gated. As for the Magistrate himself, if he is really so touchy, the writer 
would advise him to stamp or ticket his official designation on his head when 
going out, | ea 


Mercy toa European criminal. 


The Magistrate of Dibrugarh 
in Assan. 
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(4)— Education. 
16. The Samay, of the 19th August, approves of the proposal made by 


Physical exercise inthe Entrance the Calcutta University, requiring all candidates for 
Examination. the Entrance Examination to undergo a course of 
physical exercise for at least three years before appearing at the examination. 


17. The Banganvdst, of the 19th August, dwells upon the injurious 
effects of the teaching which is done in Hindu 
households by the ladies of the zanana missions, 
and particularly of the lessons on sanitation and hygiene which they give to 
the inmates of the zanana. — These ladies, popularly called gurumds, take every 
opportunity to tell their pupils that they are utter strangers to cleanliness— 
wearing dirty clothes, sleeping on dirty beds, and living in dirty places—and 
that it is for this reason that they often fall ill, and cannot improve either in 
body or mind. ‘They are told that their hard household work from mornin 
to evening, which obliges them to remain for hours standing in water, or seate 
in damp and wet places, to soil their hands with filth and refuse, and to toil in 
dark, ill-ventilated kitchens, destroys their health and the strength and elasticit 
of their minds. They are told that their clothing is too meagre and their 
lying-in rooms are extremely unhealthy. The effect of such teaching is to 
create among the pupils a desire to imitate costly and luxurious European 
habits. The native girl of the day, who has received her “education” from 
the ladies of the zanana mission, is always found og in reading and 
writing and in needlework, and unwilling to do any useful household work. 
This has increased the expenses of living, for Hindu families now find them- 
selves obliged to entertain a large number of servants todo work which used 
to be done before by the ladies of the family themselves. And this increased 
expenditure is one of the principal causes of the break-up of the Hindu 
family, and of the disappearance therefrom of kindness and charity to the poor, 
affection for relatives, hospitality and other virtues, which made it in former 
times a model institution of its kind. Under the influence of this missionary 
teaching, and on the plea of sanitation, things are being done which are makin 
the whole tone of the Hindu family unhealthy. Sanitation is of course a go 
and a most useful thing. But even from a sanitary point of view, the educa- 
tion given to Hindu females by the ladies of the zanana mission is a failure. 
As a matter of fact, the newly-acquired habits of the ‘ educated ” Hindu 
girl have not improved her health. She does not do any household work 
involving strain or exertion or exposure to heat and cold; and yet she isa 
permanent invalid, and is found to lack those habits of real cleanliness and 
that virtue of patient self-sacrifice which were possessed in so pre-eminent a 
degree by Hindu ladies in the past. It is missionary teaching which is 
entirely responsible for this sad change in the condition of Hindu women, and 
the whole question is one which Hindu society cannot take into its serious 
consideration too soon. - ) 
Three correspondents of this paper also expatiate on the demoralising 
effects of missionary teaching, as given by the gurumds, upon the dwellers of 


the zanana. 3 ¢ 
| 18. The Bangavdst, of the 20th August, writes 
thus :— | ; 

The Lieutenant-Governor is very. anxious to Page mass education. 
Wherever he is going, he is addressing himself first to this question, bestowing 
praise on the local bodies whom he finds making great efforts in this direction, 
and censuring those who are not taking equal interest in the matter. His 


Missionary zanana teaching. 


Mass education. 


Honour probably thinks that mass education will improve the condition of the 


attention to it, he is very likely under the impression 
welfare of his subjects, But the writer eee sees 
he prov: nning 

of the ruin has already commenced. The writer has taken great pains to 
explain all this to Government and to the masses, but neither will hsten to 
him. Everybody, however, who has of late seen mufassal life with his own 
eyes, has been convinced of the correctness of the writer's view. Just hear 
what the Bankura Dargan, & paper published in the far interior, says :—. 


Bengidlis, and in draw 
that he is promoting It 3 
that this mass education will be the ruin of the province. And the 


Samay, 


a large number of the members of the Senate of 4% 19th. 1802 
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“The education of the lower classes will do not good, but harm, to the 
country. The peasant’s son now passes the lower primary examination anq 
then seeks for service. The father has grown old, and cannot labour at his 
plough as he laboured at it before; but his strong and able-bodied son has 

the lower prim examination and must not, therefore, be asked to 

elp him at the plough! The old man is therefore getting worse and worse 
off. And cases like this are not few, they may be met with in numbers amon 
the Bauris, the Santhals, the Kurmis, the dis, and other low-caste people.” 

The writer will make no comment of his own on what the Darpan has 
written, He will only request the Lieutenant-Governor to convince himself 
by enquiry of the truth of the Darpan’s story, and to change his primary 
chess olicy if he be so pleased. 

19. The Sanjivani, of the 20th August, - that four student boarders at 

Sind Hostel "00 DO Chunder Hindu Hostel in Dacca have sub- 
at re Pad Chunder Hindu Hoste’ mitted a petition to the Secretary of the hostel 
against its Superintendent, who is a clerk in the 

Dacca College. The petition contains the following charges :— 


(1) Tne Superintendent never looks after the food prepared for the 
students, and the students are therefore given food of the 
worst quality and cooked in a most wretched style. 

(2) The Superintendent has his own food separately cooked in the hostel, 
and often with the pick of the food articles brought in. 

(3) One hostel servant is permanently employed in doing menial work at 
the Superintendent’s own house, while other servants and the 
cook of the hostel are pressed into his service whenever occasion 
requires. The servants do not show the least attention or 
respect to the boarders. 

(4) The evening meal, though fixed for eight o’clock, is never served up 
before nine. In the morning the Supermtendent Babu dines at 
ten o'clock, and the student’s dinner is not served till he has 
finished his dinner. | 

(5) The plate, &c., belonging to the hostel, are often taken over to the 
Superintendent’s own house for use. | 

(6) re se is paid to the medical treatment and diet of sick 

oarders. 


At the instigation of the Superintendent, Mr. Edwards, Principal of the 
Dacca College and President of the Hostel Committee, has not only made no 
enquiry into these charges, but has, on thecontrary, expelledtwo boarders. The 
expelled boarders, jointly with some other boarders, submitted another petition 
praying for enquiry intothe conduct of the Superintendent. It should be noted 
in this connection that, during Mr. Mondy’s incumbency, the Superintendent was 
severely rebuked for his mismanagement of the hostel. 

20. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 21st August, says that 

) things have come to such a pass in the Raj Chandra 

PR dng, Chandra Hindu Hostel Hindu Hostel at Dacca, that it is not likely that it 

will exist much longer. The inefficiency and self- 

sufficiency of the present Superintendent, and the indifference of the President, 

Principal Edwards, is the cause of every irregularity connected with the hostel. 
The silence of the Executive Committee also is most to be regretted. 

On the 5th August last 47 boarders submitted to the Secretary of the 


Executive Committee, Babu Baikunthunath Roy, a petition containing the 
following complaints :— ay 


(1) The food is badly cooked. 7 a, 
(2) The vegetables used in preparing curries are not of the best. 3 
(3) Food is given to the ers, not at the prescribed hours, but at 


hours that would suit the Superintendent best. ae 
(t) The Superintendent eats the best things best cooked, and this 1s 

perhaps why he refuses to hear complaints about bad cooking. 
(5) The servants who are employed by the Superintendent to do his own 


rivate work are not reprimanded when they insult the 
arders. . 


(6) The Superintendent himself calls the boarders names. 
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(7) Boarders who fall ill, and especially such of them as are 2nd and 3rd 
class boarders, are not visited by the Superintendent. 
(8) The Doctor is not sent for in due time, owing to the absence of the 
Superintendent from the hostel. 
(9) The Superintendent stays away from the hostel and with his family 
during the greatest part of the day. 
(10) The Superintendent uses the plate of the boarders to their great 
inconvenience. 
(11) The daughter of his female servant is often found to take away food 
from the hostel. 
(12) There is only one monitor instead of four. 


The Secretary promised to come and enquire the next day. But Principal 
Edwards, without consulting the Committee and the Secretary, ordered two 
boarders to leave the hostel on the ground that they had stirred up disaffection 
among their fellow-boarders. The Secretary came to the hostel the next day 
to make enquiries, but when he saw that the Principal had already passed 
orders in the case, he declared further enquiry useless. ‘Then he went into the 
Superintendent’s room. It was nearly 8 o’clock in the morning, but the Super- 
intendent was still ok The Superintendent made his appearance 
presently, and after a short talk with him the Secretary went away. 

That —_ petitioners went in a body to the Principal to call for an 
enquiry, but Mr. Edwards refused to hear them and sent them away. Despair- 
ing of redress, 40 boarders have applied for permission to leave the hostel. 

This is not the first time that there has been dissatisfaction among the 
boarders under the present Superintendent. Such dissatisfaction was seen on 
three previous occasions. In 1889 the Bengal Times condemned the management. 
The Superintendent ill-treats not only the student-boarders but also the Profes- 
sors and teachers boarding at the hostel. 

Exasperated at the conduct of the Superintendent, many students asked for 
permission last year to leave the hostel. But the Superintendent induced the 
then Principal, Mr. Mondy, to pass an order for the exclusion of 10 or 12 
boarders from the hostel, and the order waslaid before the Executive Committee 
for confirmation. But the conscientious Secretary of the Committee refused to 
confirm the order without an enquiry. On enquiry the Superintendent was 
found guilty, and he escaped that time with an apology to the students. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 22nd August, has the following on the 
University Sauskrit examinations :— 


The Sanskrit examinations of : 5 a ® A) 
the Calcutta University. The Sanskrit examinations of the Calcutta Uni 


versity have now become a farce. They have, in 
reality, become examinations in English. In the Sanskrit papers set at the 
Entrance Examination nearly 20 to 25 marks are allotted to translation from 
Sanskrit into English; and at the Sanskrit papers set at the F. A. and B. A. 
Examinations, candidates are asked to iroveiahs into English-and to explain in 
the same language. Now, the explanation of a Sanskrit pene? in English 
means, according to some, its translation into English, and according to others, 
the substitution of English words in place of Sanskrit words. And will the 
Examiners who set such questions say what they mean by this? The candidates 
generally take the question, in which Sanskrit passages are required to be ex- 
plained in English, to mean a question calling for an English translation, and 
they answer accordingly. And in this way candidates get practically two 
translation exercises to do. Why, under these circumstances, does not the 
Examiner require all the answers to be written in English? If it be not the 
object of the University authorities to banish S 


_—s ether, they should insist on questions like the above being abandoned in 
uture, 5 : 


(e)—Local Seif- Government and Municipal Administration. 

22. The Chéruvdrid, of the 15th August, says that the high-handedness of 

ae tg sess az neg bey : perro of the _— 
car airman of the Skerpur pur Municipality im t mensingh district 

rh igs 7 @ Ge: Myminingh oi Seal & orm which soe uires public attention 

to be drawn to it. Babu Kailash seems to 

consider the municipality his own private zamindari, where he can commit all 


it from their curriculum | 


SULABH Dain 15, 
Aug. 22nd, 1892, 
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Aug. 15th, 1892. 
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sorts of oppression on his oe fat The Babu is now closing public thorough. 
fares by fencing them in according to his whim; now closing public drains; now 
ordering the raiyats of the zamindar against whom he has grudge of his own 
to remove their privies, though the latrine provisions of the Municipal Act have 
not been enforced in Sherpur; now ordering that Zamindar to fence round his 
tank, leaving tanks owned by other zamindars wholly unnoticed. The grudge 
which Babu Kailash Chandra bears to the zamindar Babu Hara Chandra 
Chaudhuri has also led him to impose heavier taxes on Babu Hara Chandra’s 
hat Kali Bazar raiyats, than on the raiyats of other zamindars placed under 
similar circumstances, Considering the party spirit that prevails in almost all 
mufassal towns, the writer considers it right to suggest that all non-official 
Chairmen should make room for official Chairmen in the municipalities in these 
towns. 

Under Babu Kailash Chandra the Sherpur Municipality has made no im- 
provement; and as regards sanitation, it has decidedly gone backward. There 
is no drainage or supply of pure water; the filth of the town is not regular! 
removed; nor are the privies cleansed. A few lamp-posts there are, but the 
lamps are not lighted during the bright fortnight. 

The following is a copy of a petition presented to the subdivisional officer 
of Jamalpore against Babu Kailash Chandra :— 


To 
J. H. Tempie, Esq., c.s., 
Subdivisional officer, Jamdlpore. 


The humble petition of Krishna Prasad Karmakar, Bhairab Chandra Shaha, 
Jogomohan Sarkar, Ram Chandra Sarkar, Kailas Chandra Sarkar, Govinda 
Chandra Datta, Deb Nath Datta, Shantamani Dasya, residents of Kali Bazar 
in Sherpur town, district, Mymensingh, 

Most humbly sheweth— 


(1) That the Chairman of the Sherpur Municipality, Babu Kailash 
Chandra Nag, who is also the Naib of the late Babu Kesari Mohan Chaudhuri, 
one of the zamindars of Sherpur, instigated the said Babu Kesar1 Mohan 
Chaudhuri, zamindar, to estabhsh a rival hat near his residence in the town of 
Sherpur to injure the hat Kali Bazar property of Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, 
zamindar. In order to please his employer, the deceased Kesari Mohan 
Chaudhuri, zamindar, the said Babu Kailash Chandra Nag and some other 
interested persons tried every means to prevail upon the petitioners to vacate 
Kali Bazar property of Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, zamindar, and settle in the 
sewlyedanitaed rival hat in the elaka of his master. The petitioners, who 
are old residents of hat Kali Bazar, did not agree to the proposal of the 
said Babu Kailash Chandra Nag and the interested persons, hence his grudge 


avainst your humble petitioners, which will be seen from the following acts 
of the Chairman. 


(a) The Chairman of the Sherpur Municipality (Naib of the late Kesart 
Mohan Chaudhuri, zamindar) in collusion with some other 
Commissioners, who -were interested and whom he had gained 
over to his side, made unduly high assessment of tax against most 
of the petitioners as compared with the assessment made on 
persons of other Bazar, belonging to other zamindars in Sherpur 
town, exactly similar in situation in life with the petitioners. 


(2) The said Chairman Babu Kailash Chandra Nag caused a false case 
to be instituted against one Bharat Chandra Sen, stamp vendor in 
hat Kali Bazar, on the score of his having encroached upon 
“municipal land ;” but this case was dismissed by your Worship’s 
sound judgment, and the said Bharat Chandra Sen, the accused, 
was agent. The acquittal of Bharat Chandra Sen _ has 
increased the Chairman’s ire, and he is trying his best, by means 
foul or fair, to injure your petitioners. 

(c) The zamindars of Sherpur, viz.—Manikarnika Chaudhurani, Govinda 
Kumar Chaudhuri, and Harendra Kumar Chaudhuri lately 
excavated a tank, the embankments of which have shut up the 
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old water-course which existed from time immemorial, and which 
drains the rain water of hdt Kali Bazar belonging to Hara 
Chandra Chaudhuri, zamindar, and further down. The Municipal 
Chairman and the,interested Commissioners, notwithstanding their 
knowledge of the obstruction likely to be caused by the new tank, 
did not take any step to remedy the same. 


In spite of the petition of the petitioners, dated the 19th Bysakh 1299 B.S., 
presented to the Sherpur Municipality, praying for the removal of the obstruc- 
tion to the natural drainage of hat Kali Bazar, and thereby to save the goods 
in store in their e - and godowns and their health, nothing was done by 
the Chairman or the Commissioners of the said municipality. It rained 
excessively between the 10th and 15th Assar last, (1299 B.S.), and the heavy 
accumulation of rain water caused by the obstruction of the old water-course 
of hat Kali Bazar, the shops, godowns, and their court-yards were submerged 
to the great detriment of their health and property. This sad state of things 
was brought to the notice of the said Chairman, and he held a local enquiry, and 
yet he took no steps to redress the distress of the petitioners. 


On the contrary, the said Chairman issued a notice on the proprietor of 
hét Kali Bazar, Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, zamindar, to open a drain to the 
west of the said hat Kali Bazar within six hours, alleging it to have been closed 
up by the proprietor of hat Kali Bazar. But no such drain or water-course 
ever existed, and attempting to make a new one now, as suggested by the 
Chairman, would be a physical impossibility, as much as the western and north- 
western is much higher than the eastern and south-eastern part of thetown. At 
length, seeing the partiality and high-handed proceedings of the Chairman, the 
proprietor of hét Kali Bazar, Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, zamindar, was moved 
to represent the grievances of his subjects caused by the submersion of their 
houses and huts to your Worship by telegrams, and several telegrams were also 
sent by the petitioners then living in a most deplorable condition, the result 
of which was your Worship’s very kind and just order by telegraph to the 
Sherpur police to see the water pass off immediately, whereby the health and 
“praia of your humble petitioners were saved. The new-born child of 

rishna Prasad Karmakar, one of the petitioners, and his wife, as already 
known to your Worship, were saved from an untimely death, for which the 
said Krishna Prasad Karmakar and the other petitioners are under deep 
obligation to your Worship, and shall ever remain grateful to your Worship for 
the justice and timely redress granted to your Worship’s poor petitioners. 


Here also the Chairman (Naib of the late Kisari Mohan Chaudhuri him- 
self and in league with other interested persons) was baffled, and he now, in 


sheer disappointment, is trying to injure your poor petitioners by all manner 
of means in his power. 


(a) The Chairman of the municipality, having been frustrated in his 
object by your Worship’s very kind intervention, is now devising new plans to 
injure your poor petitioners. 

he petitioners and their predecessors have their privies situated on a 
pagar (ditch), and not a tank, as alleged in the notice, belonging to Hara 
Chandra Chaudhuri, zamindar, to the east of their dwellings from time immemo- 
rial. This ditch is not connected with any tank or reservoir of water ever 
used by the townspeople, except for washing utensils, &c. 

The Chairman has now served notices upon your poor petitioners to 
remove their privies within eight days. 
_ _The petitioners humbly venture to bring to your Worship’s notice that 
similar privies, owned by people who belong to the Chairman’s party, are 
I existence in this town, the owners whereof have not been served with such 
notices as your petitioners, and your petitioners most humbly beg to submit 
that the issue of the notices was quite unfair and malicious. 

_ Some of the petitioners have got their family here. The privies now 
objected to are in existence in the dwelling-houses of the petitioners from 
cfore the creation of the Sherpur Municipality. These privies have not 

ithertofore been the cause of injuring public health. It is evident from the 
oregoing statement that the Chairman is determined unjustly to give trouble to 
© poor petitioners actuated by private and interested motives, 
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PRATIKAR, 
Aug. 19th, 1892. 
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Aug. 19th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 20th , 1892, 
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e) In conclusion, your Worship’s humble petitioners most respectfully and 
humbly beg that your Worship will, after perusal and consideration of the fore. 
going paragraphs, be graciously pleased to revoke the notices for removal of the 
privies thus unjustly issued to the petitioners simply with a view to harass 
them, and to take proper notice of the improper and high-handed proceedings, 
both by commission of illegal acts, and omission of duty, by the said Chairman 
of the Sherpur Municipality, and to save the poor petitioners from his oppressive 


conduct. ; 
Your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


23. <A correspondent of the Burdwén Sanjivant, of the 16th August, says 

oe ee that, at a meeting of the Ranigang Municipality 

The Raniganj Municipality. recently held, the Commissioners present got tho 
office building bill passed hurriedly, and without waiting for twoor three of their 
colleagues who came to the meeting late. The effect of the passing of the bill 

will be to involve the municipality, for nothing, in an expenditure of Rs. 350, 

Before the office building was repaired, neither any estimate nor any tender 

offered by any contractor was submitted to the Commissioners, and the affair 

was secretly managed by the late Chairman and the present Vice-Chairman. 

The rate charged for the work by the contractor is very high, and yet the 

Commissioners could not under the law object to the bill, simply because the 

matter was settled by the late Charrman.. This is not as it should be, Surely 

the municipality ought not to lose Rs. 350 for the fault and negligence of one 
man. The attention of the present Chairman and of the District Magistrate is 
drawn to the matter. | 

24. The Pratikdr, of the 19th August, makes the 
following complaints against the Berhampore Muni- 
cipality :— 

(1) The municipality has become very, high-handed in its proceedings, as 
is proved by its opening the Khagra bridge too soon, whereby 
the prospects of the standing aus crop in the Bishnupur deel have 
been seriously damaged. 

(2) Rubbish has been kept deposited upon some of the roads undergoing 
repairs for a long time, thereby causing great inconvenience to 
passengers. 

(3) The post of overseer has been left vacant for six months, 


25. Referring to Dr. K. G. Gupta’s letter in the Englishman of the 6th 
August, on the subject of village sanitation, the 
Banganwist, of the 19th August, says that every- 
body must admit that the methods proposed by th 
Doctor are quite feasible, and will suit the limited means of the village people. 
These methods have already been acted upon in the Panjab and in Central 
India. ‘The methods proposed at the Belvedere Conference will be not only 
expensive, but will take a very long time in execution. That Dr. Gupta’s 
recommendations can be carried out at a small cost, and without taking up much 
time, is a strong argument in their favour. There is another point in the 
Doctor’s letter to which the writer wil! draw the attention of Government. It 
is that it is absolutely necessary to make arrangements for water-supply first, 
and that, considering the costly character of drainage works, it would not be 
advisable to take up this part of the scheme just now on a large scale. Another 
argument urged by Dr. Gupta in favour of letting the question of drainage alone 
is that the authorities on sanitation are not yet agreed as to the best methods 
of drainage. For facilitating drainage, the Doctor would for the present have 
only all mounds obstructing drainage levelled, and all pits and hollows filled up. 
And the writer fully accepts this view. 
26. Referring to the proposal of appointing a Secretary to the Mymen- 
The Mymensingh District singh District Board, the Sunjivant, of the 20th 
Board. August, sees no necessity for this new appointment, 
as the Board have already a head-clerk on a salary of Rs. 150 per month, and 
seven assistant clerks. ‘The Tippera and the Burdwan District Boards alone 
have each gota Secretary. But the pay of the Secretary in each of these 
cases does not appear to be larger than the pay of the head-clerk in the 


The Berhampore Municipality, 


Dr. K. G. Gupta on drainage 
and water-supply. 
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Mymensingh District Board. As a Secretary will mean an additional expen- 
diture of more than Rs. 2,000 per annum, the writer hopes that the members 
of the Mymensingh District Board will open their eyes and examine carefully 
the work which is done by their present staff of clerks. 

27. The Prakriti, of the 20th August, says that most of tho municipalities 
in the mufassal, of which it has any personal 
knowledge, are extremely mismanaged, and that the 
Naihati Municipality 1s one of such municipalities. The present Chairman of 
this municipality is a pleader who resides chiefly at Hooghly, comes to Naihati 
once or twice a week, and when at Naihati inspects the affairs of the munici- 

ality for an hour or so. Ordinarily he only signs the municipal papers at 
Hooghly. He has thus to depend largely on his Vice-Chairman, who has been 
acting in that capacity for the last five or six years. The Vice-Chairman has no 
other work except that of the municipality to attend to and the municipality has 
therefore become for him a place forthe exercise of power and the enforcement of 

et sshhemes. He has won over many of the Commissioners, and thus consolidated 
his power. His power in the municipality is now supreme. He is imposing 
taxes unjustly, and harassing the rate-payers, requiring them to pay at once bills 
for several quarters, and spending municipal money freely on litigation. Of all 
the wards in the municipality, Bhatpara is taxed most heavily, but its roads are 
in a most miserable condition. The latrine-rate is also causing much oppression 
there, though the privies are cleaned at intervals of 7,8, or 15 days, and sometimes 
only once a month. And most mufassal municipalities are mismanaged like the 
Naihati Municipality. Sir Charles Elliott has probably come to know of this, 
and is therefore making a provision in the new Bill, taking away from the 
municipality their powers of assessment. The writer will say nothing regarding 
this new provision except this, that it will be hailed with delight by the 
oppressed rate-payers of municipalities like that of Naihati. 

28. The Bangavasi, of the 20th August, publishes a letter from Babu 
Kali Kumar Mukharji, Secretary of the Nadia- 
Jayrampur Branch Indian Association, which says 
that it is true that the Branch Association did discuss the question of water-supply 
in the locality, and solicited Government’s assistance in cutting down jungle; 
but it is not in favour of legislation for compulsory sanitary improvement, 
though the usefulness of such legislation in certain matters cannot be denied. 
And the editor asks Babu Surendra Nath Banerji on what authority he 
informed the Conference at Belvedere that the Branch Association was in 
favour of legislation for sanitary improvement. 

29. The same paper says that the only tank which supplies water to the 

Drinking-water in the Gobar. Villages Khantura, Haidadpur and Raghunathpur, 
danga Municipality in the 24 Within the Gobardanga Municipality in the 24- 
Parganas. Parganas, and certain villages outside municipal 
jurisdiction, has for some time been used by jute cultivators for steeping jute, 
thereby subjecting the villagers to great inconvenience. The municipality was 
petitioned on the subject, but without effect. 

30. The Dacca Prakash, of the 21st August, says that the object of the 

its it wien triennial election of members of Local and 
Boards, © Members of Local District Boards is that no member may abuse his 

powers—a thing that would surely happen if the 
membership were made perpetual, and that such of them as may have proved 
themselves incompetent may be replaced by better men. But this object is 
defeated, first, by the appointment, as Government nominees, of such incompetent 
men as may possess the art of pleasing the District Magistrates and Sub- 
divisional Officers by flattery; and, secondly, by irregularities in the service 
of election notices brought about by old members and other interested persons. 
lany panchayets have been heard to complain that they have been unable to 
send to the Magistrates the names of those whom they wished to elect, on 
“ccount of their not having received election notices, the law requiring such 
names to be sent in within three weeks from the date on which the election 
notice is served. But no one enquires where and on whom these notices are 
‘erved, and irregularities in the service of these notices have rendered the election 
“| members of Local Boards extremely difficult. Rule 29 of the rules under the 
Self-Government Act is unsuited to election purposes. The voters have no idea 


The Naihati Municipality. 
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Dacca PRAKASH, 
Aug. 21st, 1892. 


SCLABH Dainik, 
Aug, urd, 1892 
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sort of men they will have to elect, and they are not therefore likely to 
ey names win the prescribed period. It would be therefore better to 
rule that qualified men, after the recognition of their qualifications by Govern- 
ment, should pray for permission to stand as candidates for election at least a 
week before the date fixed for theelection. In that case, the candidates, naturally 
the really interested persons, would make timely arrangements for their 
election. And if Government rules that a candidate who 1s present on the date 
of election may be elected, no matter whether his name has been sent in or not 
under rule 29, many candidates put forward in compliance with the notice 
under rule 29 will be set aside in favour of better men. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


831. The Dacca Prakash, of the 21st August, saysthat Mr. Jenkins, Collect- 
or of Dacca, has caused as much hardship to the 
people by his rigorous order for the realization of 
the land revenue as he has done by his order for the 
enhancement of the chaukidar’s salary. A rigorous realization of the land 
revenue at the present time of distress cannot fail to prove a terrible hardship, 
The aus crop has entirely failed, and the aman crop will not be obtained till 
Agrahyan or Paus next, if it is not destroyed before that. The poor cultivators 
do not therefore know how they will live till that time; and as it will be im. 
possible to realize rent from them, it will be extremely difficult for the zamindar 
to pay the Government revenue. Government is said to remit the land revenue 
in seasons of scarcity like this. And what have the zamindars of Dacca done 
that they should not obtain such remission nor even extension of time for pay- 
ment of revenue? If saving the people in times of distress be not opposed to 
sound policy, it is improper for the Magistrate to harass the people of Dacca 
in this way. 
32. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 23rd August, says that, by requiring 
Brahmans holding Brahmatra lands to pay the 
so pessmont of Brahmatra lands road cess, Government is practically taxing the same 
; land twice. Brahmatra lands being included in the 
papers of the zamindars were taxed when the road cess was imposed on the 
zamindars. But not satisfied with that, Government has taxed the Brahmans 
separately for these lands. The same land is thus being twice taxed. But 
though the Brahmans are made to pay the cess twice, they cannot realize 
from their raiyats the portion thereof which should be paid by them. For, as 
most of these Brahmans do not possess the necessary documents in support of 
their titles, they fear to go to law in order to realise their dues, and are, therefore, 
at the mercy of their raiyats. Again, the sale of the Brahmatra lands for 
arrears of road cess subjects their holders to serious loss. For, whenever any 
such lands are sold, they are secretly purchased by the pleaders and mukhtars 
of the local courts, and these latter compel their owners to pay twenty times 
the amount which they have paid for them at the auction. And it has thus 
come about that, though there are still in Bengal a larye number of Brahmans 
possessing Brahmatra land, they no longer enjoy the ease and happiness which 
was theirs in times past. The Government now casts covetous looks even upon 
those who, as a class, have been noted for their indifference and inattention to 
temporal interests. And the Brahmans have, therefore, lost all their old happi- 
ness and are suffering much misery. In the mind of the Brahman of the 
present day, anxicty for temporal affairs has taken the place of religious con- 
templation. The hand that formerly wrote copies of the puranas and other 
sastras is now engaged in writing jamawasilbaki papers. The man that former- 
ly recited mantras, sitting at the sacred altar, iow recites the oath standing in 
the witness’s dock. The man that formerly went about receiving dakshinas( gifts 
of money made to a Brahman) is now busy hurrying about court-houses, 
filling the unfathomable pockets of pleaders and mukhtars with money raised by 
pawning the brass ornaments of their poor wives. O Government—praised 


be your ingenuity—and praised be the meshes of your policy, which not even 
the smallest insects can avoid! 


Realization of the land revenue 
in Dacca. 
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33, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 25th August, thus continues the article on the 
assessment of road cess on Brahmatra lands:— 
gale of Brahmatra lands for Notices requiring holders of Brahmatra lands 
ee to pay the road cess due from them within fifteen 
Jays from the dates of the notices, and threatening to scll their estates in caso 
of default, are, through the negligence of the court amla and court peons, served 
on the persons concerned only two or three days before the expiry of the pre- 
scribed period. And, as the defaulters often live at a great distance, they can- 
not arrive at the sadar station in due time, and thus before their arrival these 
sale notices are issued and their propertics put up for sale. Lots of hungry 
pleaders and mukhtars, who have no practice, and who are perpetually on the 
look out for unfair sources of gain, bribe the peons whose duty it is to serve the 
sale notices, and thus induce them to give false returns of service without 
serving at all. The parties concerned accordingly obtain no information of the 
impending sales. ‘The pleaders and mukhtars in question then purchase at a 
nominal price, say Ks. 25 or Rs. 30, estates worth some Rs. 400. They 
then write letters to the parties whose estates they have fraudulently purchased 
to come and settle matters with themselves. The parties come and are induced 
to pay large sums in order to get back their estates. Fraudulent sales of this 
nature are taking place every day in the districts of Jessore and Khulna, and 
lots of Brahmans are being ruined. The authorities, however, do not care to 
put down the fraudulent practice. 


(g)\—Railways and communicutions, including canals and irrigation. 


34, A correspondent of the Chdruvdrtd, of the 15th August, protests 
against the proposal to construct a bridge over 
\ om proposed Brahmaputra t¢he Brahmaputra at Nasirabad. The moncy which 
— would be thus wasted could be very profitably spent 
in more useful public works like village roads and wells for drinking water. It 
ishoped that Government will ascertain public opinion on the subject of 
constructing the proposed bridge before advancing moncy to the District Board 
for it. 


35. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 16th August, says 

that the road leading to the Ausgram thaina from the 

Boge toad in the district of Guskhara station is in a state of disrepair, and has 

urdwan. A i... 

been breached in many places. It is an important 

road, and is used by the people of Ramchandrapur, Sirsa, Dhon-Konda, Chhora, 

Noapora, Navagram, Gosvamikhanda, Ramnagar, Khutnagar, Abispur, and a 

number of other villages, It should be repaired, and culverts should be con- 

structed over the khalas crossed by it. ‘The attention of the Magistrate of 
Burdwan is drawn to the matter. , 


36. The Bangavdsi, of the 20th August, says that no compensation is 
being given for the lands which are being taken up 
for the Bengal-Assam Railway, on the ground that 
the Permanent Settlement is not inforce in that province. But, considering that 
the lands have been long in the possession of the raiyats, some compensation 
ought to be given, It will not be action worthy of a just Government to refuse 
compensation, The matter ought to be reconsidered by the authorities, 


37. <A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 20th August, is sorry that 
some malicious people should be carping at the 
ace proposal to construct a bridge over the Dhanbandhi 
im Sirajganj. The correspondent can assure the public that no pressure is being 
put on the poor people of Sirajganj in the matter of raising the bridge fund. 
That fund is being raised solely from rich zamindars, and only small voluntary 
contributions are being made bi other people. Every request for money has 
taken the shape, not of a demand, but of an entreaty. The bridge will be a 
very useful piece of public work. The request mado to the Licutenant- 
Governor for sending Mr. Bell back to Sirajganj on his return from leave proves 
how much that officer is liked by the Sirajganj people, and this could not be if 
he liad raised money for the bridge in a high-handed manner. 


The Bengal-Assam Railway 


The Dhanbandhi Bridge Fund. 
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38. The Prakriti, of the 20th August, says the authorities do not hesitate 
to commit zulm in the collection of the road cess. 
but they are never very mindful of their duty of 
constructing and repairing roads and communica. 
tions. The condition of the Howrah-Jagatballabhpur road is deplorable in the 
extreme. Recently some carriages, running on the road, got upset in consequence 
of its rugged condition, and the passengers were very much hurt. Will the 
District Board look to this? 

39, The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd August, strongly condemns the pro- 
osal to construct a bridge over the Brahmaputra, 
Ihe purpose of a bridge may be as well served by 
a steam ferry, and the money that would be spent 
on a bridge could be better spent in supplying the district with good water and 
in doing other really useful work. 


The Howrah-Jagatballabhpur 
road in tho district of Howrah. 


The 
bridge. 


proposed Brahmaputra 


(h)—General. 


40. The Charuvarta, of the 15th August, has 
the following: — 

Sir John Edgar, Chief Secretary to the Bengal Government, has resigned 
the Civil Service. Sir John was a far-sighted officer, with a strong sense of 
duty, and it was by following his sound advice that Sir Charles Elliott was able 
at the commencement of his Lieutenant-Governorship to rule Bengal, Bihér, and 
Orissa in a trustful spirit. Sir John’s abrupt resignation, however, 1s a mystery. 
Has division in the camp anything to do with it ? 

41. The Banganivasi, of the 19th August, says that, from the attitude of 

een Mattes | the Pioneer in the matter of the Hurdwar enquiry, 

sia ieee it is clear that the investigation will not result in'good 

to the oppressed pilgrims. The object of the enquiry, it appears, is not so much 

to elicit facts as to silence the clamours of the press. Is it not the duty of the 

Government in the present affair to try to find out the guilty officers and inflict 

condign punishment on them? The people really feel aggrieved when they 

find the Government slighting their religious sentiments. The writer is at a 

loss to understand whether the object of Government is to rule and protect its 
subjects or to oppress them. 

42. The Bangavasi, of the 20th August, says that it cannot now be said, 
nor will it ever be possible to say, in what light the 
Hurdwar Enquiry Commission will view the evi- 
dence that will be placed before it. The Pioneer, 
the organ of Government, however, says almost in so many words that, what- 
ever the evidence which is adduced before the Commission, the enquiry will 
result in nothing. ‘The result of the enquiry may be good or bad, but consider 
the nature of the feeling which this statement of the Pioneer is calculated to 
awaken in the Hindu mind. . 

43. Neferring to the Sitapur temple affair in the North-Western Pro- 
- -vinces, the same paper says :— 

No one will say that the breaking of the temple 
wall, the abstraction of the image therefrom, and the placing of cow-bones 
where the image stood, were acts done by order of the authorities or with their 
knowledge. But it cannot be questioned that these acts were done while the 
charge of the temple was in the hands of the authorities. And what did the 
authorities do when they received information of this ugly affair? Did they 
attempt to soothe the agitated Hindus? No, they made no such attempt. On 
tho contrary, they enlisted Syamlal’s younger brother and other Hindu shop- 
sees of the cantonment as special constables to keep watch over the 
temple. 

On Syamlal’s return to the place the authorities served upon him a rule, 
ordering him to show cause why the temple should not be removed. ‘The 
final issue of the affair has not yet been known. The case has been reported 
in the Lucknow Advocate, and the writer yet hopes to see the Sitapur canton- 
ment authorities exonerated from the charges made against them. But if the 


Advocate’s report be correct, then must it be said that the mischief the canton- 
ment authorities have done is simply incalculable. 


Sir John Edgar's resignation. 


The Pioneer on the Hurdwar 
enquiry. 


The Sitapur temple affair. 
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44. Referring to the refusal of the Government of India to form a 
separate native volunteer corps, the Sanjivant, of 
the 20th August, writes as follows :— 

The Negroes from Africa can be allowed to form a volunteer corps, but 
the natives of India must not be granted the privilege. Dark-skinned Andrews 
and Pedros wearing English g:rments may be permitted to form volunteer 
corps, but Narendra Naths and Surendra Naths must not be allowed to do so. 
One fails to understand the meaning of this policy of Government. Govern- 
ment always eulogises the loyalty of the Indians to the British Crown, but it 
has never, up to this time, done anything to show that it really believes in the 
Indians’ expressions of loyalty. The Eurasians may be held entitled to the 
volunteering privilege in virtue of their birth, but are Negroes, too, of British 
origin that they should enjoy it? Isa Negro to be considered an Englishman, 
simply because he wears English dress and calls himself Captain Cox? The 
Government of India says that the bestowal on the natives of India of the 
privilege of forming a separate corps will necessitate an amendment of the 
existing volunteer law. But the volunteer law of 1857 was amended in 1869 in 
order to mect altered circumstances, and cannot the law of 1869 be altered for 
the same reason? ‘The contention of the Government of India that the neces- 
sity of a Eurasian volunteer corps lies in the fact that the number of Icuropean 
troops in the country is very small is worth nothing. That Eurasian volunteers 
will be a help to the European troops in a time of danger is an idea which 
should be dismissed as perfectly ludicrous. 

The Government of India has been at some pains to point out that under 
the existing volunteer law any native may enter a European volunteer corps, 
provided the members of the corps are willing to take him in. But the 
members of such corps—European, Eurasian, or Negro—have never been willing 
to take in natives. Will the natives then never get the privilege? It seems 
perfectly clear that Government will not grant the privilege to the natives so 
long as it cannot put its faith in their expressions of loyalty. 

45. The Dacca Prakash, of the 2ist August, says that the gay appearance 
given to Manikganj by wealthy zamindars on the 
occasion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit was well 
calculated to lead His Honour to the conclusion 
that Manikganj was the wealthiest place of all on the face of the earth. But His 
Honour knows that even in England—that treasury of untold wealth—the 
poor are not few in number. In Manikganj, however, His Honour saw not one 
poor man, and the fact that not a single complaint was noticed in the address 
which was presented to His Honour by the rich men of Manikganj was also 
calculated to make him think that Manikganj was the most blessed spot on earth. 
But it is to be hoped that the vast knowledge and experience which have made 
His Honour ruler over 70 millions of men, has enabled him to see that the glitter 
and gaiety of Manikganj was mere show. . 

Although the majority of the Manikganj people knew nothing about His 
l{onowr’s visit, and have not the faintest notion of what the Lieutenant-Governor 
is and of what he can do for them; and although their idea is that Englishmen 
come to this country over the wide sea only to plunder its wealth, still thousands 
in the subdivision, partially enlightened by the neighbourhood of educated 
people, were coming to the town to inform His Honour of their grievances. But 
they were driven away by the police, in order to prevent them from disturbing 
His Honour by their clamorous complaints. Many gentlemen, however, having 
“rievances to relate, waited for His Honour till dusk of the 11th August, and 
then, when His Honour did not come, went away extremely disappointed. 

Uhe inhabitants of the J afarganj and Harirampur thands have more grievances 
than the people of the Manikganj thand. It is they who lose their health and 
Jie by drinking the impure water of a river whose mouth is blocked up; who are 
I distress in consequence of want of trade and cultivation; and whose distance 
trom the head-quarters of the subdivision is the cause of many inconveniences. 
It is these people who flocked in the largest numbers to tell His Honour their 
Zrievances. ‘They had to undergo expense in hiring boats and on other items, 
but being doubtful about His Honour’s arrival they at last went away. 

_ Those who persisted in waiting for His Honour in spite of all these 
‘conveniences were not suffered by the police to approach him. They, 


The volunteering questicn. 


The Lieutenant-Governor at 
Manikganj. 
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moreover, came to know that anyone wishing to make any complaint to Ili 
Honour was required to obtain the Magistrate’s permission to do so at least g 
week before. And not having known of this rule before they came, the necessary 
permission was wanting. Again, as some of their complaints, such as the 
enhancement of the chaukidar’s salary, was to have been against the Magistrate 
himself, they had thought that they might do their cause much harm by com- 
municating with the Magistrate on the subject. They had hoped that His 
Honour would be kind enough to receive their petition, but they received no 
such proof of His Honour’s kindness. 
he writer is astonished at His Honour’s rejection of the offer of Rs. 2,000 
made by Babu Bhairab Chandra Roy Chaudhuri and others. His Honoy; 
should certainly be thanked for not forgetting the case in which certain members 
of the family of this gentleman were implicated. But Bhairab Babu was in no 
way implicated in the case, and to suppose that he was so implicated would be 
to do him wrong. ne ais 7 
DAINik-0-SaMacHan hi kines 46. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chundrikd, of the 
Aug, 2ist, 1642, Mosikganj i the Dinos district. 21st August, has the following 8 
It is reported in some newspapers that on the 
occasion of the Licutenant-Governor’s visit to Manikganj some poor people 
came to the town to inform His Honour of their wants and grievances, but were 
driven away by the police. If this is a fact, then the subdivisional officer 
ought to be held principally responsible for this treatment of the poor people. 
The avowed object of the Licutenant-Governor’s tours 1s to see the condition of 
the people with his own eyes, and anything which serves to bafile this object 
ought to be severely noticed. His Honour ought to make a minute enquiry into 
this Manikganj affair. The writer 1s well aware that many officials do not like 
to let the ruler know all the misery that exists in the land, and can testify from 
personal knowledge to the fact that, during the Price of Wales’ visit to Calcutta, 
all beggars were expelled from the town by order of the Commissioner of Police 
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himself. 
Dalsik-O-SAMACHAR 47. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 23rd August, refers to Babu 
CHANDRIKA, | Nitya Gopal Mukharji’s report on the silk manufac- 
Avy, 23rd, 1502, Silk manufacture in Bengal. y } | : 


ture of Bengal, and remarks as follows:— 

Tke writer’s own expericnce in the matter tells him that the European 
method of rearing the silkworm will be of little use im this country. The 
natives of this country are not ignorant of sericulture, but poverty and want of 
encouragement stand in their way. The cause of the decline of the silk manu- 
facture of Bengal istherefore to be sought not iInany want of professional skill on 
the part of the natives, but ina variety of other circumstances. Italy and France 
have of late been growing large quantitics of silk, and that silk is finding a 
large sale in the European markets. And this has reduced the demand for 
Bengal silk in those markets. Again, formerly, the East India Company it- 
scl{ engaged in the silk trade and encouraged silk manufacture in Bengal, but 
the present Government neither trades in silk nor encourages its manufacture. 
And this is another cause of the decline of the manufacture. As for the use of 
forcign cocoons, the writer, who has made enquiries on the subject, thinks that 
native cocoons will be more suitable for this country than other cocoons. 
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III.—LEGISLATION. 


SANsIVaN, 48. The Sanjivani, of the 20th August, says that the new Indian Council’s 
a en ee Act will be circulated to the Provincial Governments 
for opinion as to how its provisions may be carried 
into effect. After Sir Charles Elliott’s opposition to his subjects’ prayer for 
the volunteering privilege, the latter are naturally anxious to know His Honour’ 8 
views regarding the Indian Council’s Act, to see how he deals with his 
“younger brothers” this time. Sir Charles Elliott and his two favourite 
Sceretaries are not friends of Self-Government, and it is herefore doubtful 
whether they will receive the amended Act favouraby. 
eee ere ere 49. ‘Phe same paper has the following :— 
ode: deseie. sleek Shall we, without uttering one word of protest, 
allow ourselves to be deprived of privileges that are already ours? Will not 


e z . . 2 9 
the whole province unaninously protest against the Government’s new policy : 


The new Indian Couneil’s Act. 


IC 


sy rack and ruin when Babu Umakanta was appointed Prime Minister. And 


t #1 )j 


The Indian Association has called a meeting of representatives from every 
jistrict and subdivision in Bengal at the Town Hall on the 8rd September 
next, in order to protest against the action which Government is going to take, 
Let all Bengal combine to dissuade Government from its purpose, and if 
Government 1s not still dissuaded, then let the matter be brought to the notice 
of Parliament. A Liberal Ministry will not surely curtail our privileges of 
Local Self-Government. 


IV.—Native STArTEs, 


on ™ Me Ane amen of the 19th August, has 

Everybody knows that Hill Tippera is an independent principality, but 
judging from recent affairs, 1t does not -— probable that it will long continue 
so. Babu Umakanta of the Subordinate Executive Service has hitherto been the 
Prime Minister of the Maharaja, but the Maharaja seems anxious to replace him 
by somebody else, because the Prime Minister is not very respectful to 
him. Probably some Kuropean official will be appointed to the post. 
The Maharaja is making asad mistake. He is removing Babu Umakanta owing 
to some slight personal inconvenience, but he should remember that, with a 
European Prime Minister, he may have to labour under numerous difficulties. 
The writer does not believe that a European Prime Minister will carry on the 
administration in a more satisfactory manner, and there is every probability of 
his making matters worse. ‘The writer would, therefore, request the Maharaja 
to appoint a competent native tothe Prime Ministership if he finds it absolutely 
necessary to remove Babu Umakanta. 

51. The Prakrits, of the 20th August, is glad that Sir Charles Elliott has 

removed Umakanta Babu from his post of Prime 
Bai —_ = Bahadur's Minister of Tippera. In the opinion of the 
aca te ete writer, the State will benefit immensely by the 
arrangement, The zamindari affairs of the Tippera Raj are in an extremely 
involved condition, and it was a mistake to appoint to the management of the 
State a man who possesses no zamindari knowledge. 
52. The Sanjivant, of the 20th August, has 
the following :— 
1, Some two or three months ago Babus —— Mitra and Radha 
Raman Ghosh of Hill Tippera came to Calcutta with the object of getting a 
European appointed as Prime Minister of the Tippera State. The writer is 
not aware of any faults committed by Babu Umakanta, the present Minister, for 
which his removal was desired, except that immediately after his accession to the 
Prine Ministership he dismissed Babu Radha Raman, who, however, was 
re-employed by the Maharaja on his own account, and that he had Babu Rajmohan 
transferred to head-quarters from the tahsildarship of Chakla. The European 
gentleman appointed as Minister has started for Agartala, and the last Hindu 
principality in East Bengal is thus very near its end. Who knows that the 
Maharaja will not in a short time have to leave for Brindaban ? 

2. AsIndependent Tippera lies between British Tippera and Chittagong on 
the one side and the newly-acquired territories of Manipur and Burma on the 
other, the British Government would be all-powerful there if it could be 
annexed. That is not a good sight, an independent principality between 
two portions of British territory, nor does the anomaly accord with the 
glory of the paramount power in India. It is for this reason that for the last two 
years preparations have been going on for the annexation of Hill Tippera. And 
statements have been made in the Pioneer which seem to indicate that the 
day for its annexation is not far off. Babu Umakanta, of the Subordinate 
Executive Service, was for a long time Assistant Political Agent in Tippera, 
and has been for the last two years serving as the Maharaja’s Dewan or Prime 
Minister. During his short tenure of the Prime Ministership the administration 
of the State has been very much improved, and a number of educated men have 
been taken into the Maharaja’s service. The Maharaja was about to ruin him- 
self under the evil influence of some self-seeking sycophants, through whose 
machinations Babu Mohini Mohan Bardhan had to resign the Prime Ministership. 

he State was divided into a number of factions, and everything was going to 
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with his appointment affairs began to look better, and it was expected that the 
Maharaja would soon extricate himself from the influence of flatterers and be ip 
a position to pay off all his debts. But Babu Umakanta has not been allowed 
to remain long in Tippera and has already been sent away at the request, says 
the Pioneer, of the Bara Thakur and the Jubaraj. The Pioneer is very glad at 
this, as well it may, for the transfer of Babu Umakanta paves the way for a 
British annexation of Tippera. The Bara Thakur and the Jubaraj have thus 
unwittingly ruined themselves. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS, AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


53. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 16th August, has the following 


The agricultural outlook in the ON the agricultural outlook in the district of 
district of Burdwan. Burdwan:— 


The month of Sravan is over and there has been no good rainfall yet. 
In many places agricultural operations could not be carried on for want of 
sufficient water. ‘The tanks have dried up, and the agriculturists are lookin 
hopelessly at the sky. ‘There is very little hope of a good harvest this year, 
The crops in well cultivated lands are withering away for want of water; and, 
even if rain falls in the month of Bhadra, there will be no good outturn, 
But the rainfall this year is not likely to be good, and it is doubtful whether 
rice can be had even for money next season. And then when the cry for food will 
arise on all sides, Government will find itself in great difficulty, and if it does not 
take timely measures, it will not be able to save the lives of its subjects. It is 
therefore its duty to take steps to supply water wherever possible, for cultiva- 
tion purposes, from the ‘hails, beels,rivers, &c. The natives of the country 
are a worthless lot, and it will not do to depend on them in a matter like this, 
Where possible, the old rivers and khals should be supplied with water from the 
Eden Canal. But the authorities should not insist on the payment of the 
water-rate first, for if people get water, they will be sureto pay for it. And even 
if Government fails to realize the entire amount which will be due to it as 
canal-rate, it will not be in the long run a loser. For if it does not give water 
and famine occurs, it will be obliged to spend a great deal of money in 
feeding its subjects. Government should therefore order the Eden Canal 
authorities to supply water from the canal for agricultural purposes where 
ever possible. : 

04, The Bangavdsi, of the 20th August, says that, on the occasion of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to Bogra, the inhabitants 
of the district drew His Honour’s attention to the 
distress occasioned among them by the failure of the aman crop last year. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, however, did not condescend to give any reply to 
their representation. And why? Is it weak statesmanship to notice the peoples’ 
representations on the score of distress ? } ok 

55. The same paper has the following :— 


sis asia wih The month of Sravan is over and Bhadra has 
esse ono commenced, but in no part of the country has there 
been a good rainfall, and in most places the sowing has not been good. Rain 
fell slightly in certain places, and there the sowing was done; but now in 
the beginning of Bhadra everything is about to wither away. Not to 
speak of the aman crop, even the aus crop in Murshidabad, Nadia, and the 
24-Parganas is not thriving. The plant is withering away, causing serious 
anxiety to the peasants. ‘Tanks, ponds, and canals are all without water, 
though the rainy season is nearly over. It is very probable that by the 
month of Paus the people will be distressed for want of food and water; and 
the Licutenant-Governor ought to know that compulsory taxation and water- 
supply in the municipalities will not avert the evil. And those who would fain 
be recognized as the greatest men in the empire ought to know this too. The 
writer 1s giving timely warning to the authorities. For, if the necessary steps 
be not taken in time, it will be difficult to save the poor people. 
06. The Sulabh Daintk, of the 23rd August, says that distress in a severe 
Distress in the district of form has appeared at Bagachra, Sankarpur, Kota, 
Jessore. Setai, Basatpur, and other villages within the district 
of Jessore. There has been a failure of the rains in these places, and the prospect 


Distress in the Bogra district. 


( 873 ) 


of the aus crop is not good. Coarse rice is selling at Rs. 44 or Rs. 5 per 
maund, and poor people cannot procure even one full meal, and many of them 
aro starving. What 1s the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the subdivision 
doing ? Has he brought the matter to the notice of Government, or is he only 
amusing himself by singing N idhu’s love-songs ? The time has come for Govern- 
ment to test the efficiency of its young Deputy Magistrates, 


VI—MIscELLANEOUS. 


The Lieutenant-Governor at Ov. The Mitakari, of the 15th August, has the 
Tangail. following about the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit 
to Tangail :— 


Many educated and respectable native gentlemen are sorry not to have 
received tickets of admission to the Durbar at the Romesh Chandra Hall. Many 
who received tickets did not go, because a distinction of seats was made. And 
while many respectable people were refused tickets on the ground of want of 
accommodation, at least 15 or 16 people were admitted without tickets, and 
even after their admission 20 seats remained vacant. 


No zamindar, Honorary Magistrate, Municipal Commissioner, or member 
of the Local Board was admitted to the landing ghat, though it had been pro- 
posed before that all who got tickets would be allowed to be present there. ‘The 
space behind the ghat, where zamindars and Honorary Magistrates stood, was 
thronged with many men without tickets. It would have been well if two or three 
Hindu and Mussulman zamuindars, the Chairman of the Local Board, the Muni- 
cipal Vice-Chairman, and one or two among the Honorary Magistrates had 
been allowed to be present at the landing ghat itself. 


In the front line at the landing ghat were the subdivisional officer, the 
two Munsifs, and the Sub-Deputy Collector. We have learnt from a trust- 
worthy source that the Sub-Deputy Babu occupied the front rank of his own 
authority: he had been assigned the second rank. 


While difficulties were raised in the matter of giving tickets to the 
representatives of the lady-zamindars, who had contributed most handsomely 
towards the cost of His Honour’s reception, men who had not contributed a 
single pice were admitted to the Durbdér. Considering how things in the 
Romesh Chandra Hall were mismanaged, one should be loath to call the gather. 
ing there a Durbdr. ‘The seats provided for the zamindars were all occupied 


by the zamindars of Atia and their relatives, and other zamindars did not 
therefore come, 


The representatives of Jahnavi Chaudhurani and Bindubasini Chaudhurani 
did not get tickets. Not one pleader was admitted to the Durbdr. 

We have heard from a trustworthy source that the Lieutenant-Governor 
remarked at the time of his departure, that the zamindars of this part do not 
know how to salaam. And His Honour’s Secretary called a very respectable 
man ‘savage’ for having stumbled upon him in his hurry to get on. 

_Itis to be regretted that no Mussulman zamindar of Tangail has distin- 
guished himself in the way Babu Jadulal Shaha has done, by making his 
offer of Rs. 12,000 for establishing a dispensary at his native village in 
memory of His Honour’s visit. 


a si iia 58. The Sudhdkar, of the 19th August, has 
the following :— 

_ We have repeatedly said that it will not be for the good of India if the 
Hindus and the Mussu mans, who constitute the best part of its population, 
are not united. In all parts of India, and in Bengal in particular, the two 

peoples live completely intermixed with each other, so much so, that the cries 
ef “Allah ho Akbar” and ‘‘Haribol” are heard rising from the same village— 
the Hindu tolerating the religious ceremonies of his Muhammadan neighbours, 
and the Muhammadan reciprocating the feeling, and even going the length of 
joming in the religious festivities of the Hindu. Each forbears from any 
rchs10us or social ceremony which is calculated to wound the feelings of the 
Other, or performs it in secret. And in this way a strong tie of friendship and 

rotherliness has existed from time immemorial between the Hindus and 
the Muhammadans, and especially in the middle classes among them. It 
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is only the malicious among the Hindus who seek to quarrel with their Muham. 
madan neighbours. But no Hindu ought to find any cause for quarrel with 
his Muhammadan neighbours; for the interestsof the Hindu are inseparably 
mixed up with those of the Muhammadan. 

It would be nothing short of madness for the Hindus to think of ridding 
India of its Muhammadan population, or for the Muhammadans to think of 
freeing India of its Hindu population. The Hindu has the same claims on the 
country as the Muhammadan. The word “ Indian” does not mean the Hindu 
alone, and the word “India” does not mean the mother country of the Hindus 
alone. The Muhammadan has equal claim with the Hindu to call himself an 
“Indian,” and India his “fatherland.” The relation between the two peoples 
is therefore one of brothers, andany attempt on the part of the Hindus to 
oppress the Muhammadans will therefore result in the weakening of the Hindus 
hemaubves 

In conclusion, the writer exhorts Hindu zamindars not to oppress their 
Muhammadan raiyats and dependants, orto ill-treat them for their performance 
of their own peculiar social or religious ceremonies. 

59. The Banganivdsi, of the 19th August, says that it can scarcely be 
believed that the Lieutenant-Governor really takes 
so deep an interest in the welfare of the masses as 
he evinced by expressing delight at the assurance 
given him by the Dhanbhandhi Bridge Committee at Sirajganj, that the bridge 
when constructed would be thrown open to the public free of toll. Can the 
man who takes so much thought for the poor be capable of enacting a measure 
like the Chaukidari Act, which will compel every villager, no matter whether 
he has property to protect or not, and whether or not he has means enough 
to procure a full meal every day, to pay a chaukidari tax? And what, indeed, 
is more shameful to an English ruler than to do mischief to his subjects in the 
name of doing them good ? The Lieutenant-Governor may sympathize with 
his subjects only thus far that he feels happy when he sees them happy, but it is 
certain that his sympathy with them is not such as will enable him to make any 
self-sacrifice in their favour. 

60. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 20th August, writing from 

nate _ Manikganj in the Dacca district, says that, though 
Pg ny i eee Babus in the attitude taken up by the Lieutenant Governor 

towards the Beliati east-house Babus was rather 
unpleasant, yet His Honour must be praised for it. The correspondent does 
not like that those who defy the law should win the favour of Government with 
the help of money. 

61. ‘The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd August, says that, in reply tothe prayer 

Pap Ee _ the ry . Daudkandi that the aguas in' 
_ ne Mautenant soverpor on wae ~=Munsifi in the Tippera district may not be remove 
ee ee ee to Commillah, intl isstenaed-Govecade said that it 
was desirable, by making Munsifis more distant, to discourage litigation, because 
the country was already impoverished through the rapacity of the lawyers. 
Yes, the lawyers are sucking the country’s wealth, but the wealth they suck 
out remains within the country, whereas the wealth that England sucks out goes 
clean out of the country. And is His Honour as much moved by the sucking 
out of India’s wealth by England, as he is by the sucking out of India’s 
wealth by India’s own lawyers? And has His Honour devised any means by 
which England may be prevented from draining away India’s wealth ? And 
what about the money that is sucked out of the people by taxes, which the 
people must bay, even if they have to starve for paying it? Will pure water 
appease people’s hunger ? 

62. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 28rd August, says that on 

Friday last, the 19th instant, a large meeting, c00- 

ae Sobhabazar sea-voyage meet- sisting of an many as 100 men, was held at the 
Raja’s house, Sobhabazar! As the meeting was 

called for the purpose of discussing the bearing of the Hindu Sastras on the 
sea-voyage question, Mr. Risley, a Secretary to Government, and the Rev. Mr. 
Whitehead, a padri of the Bishop’s College, were invited to attend it! Sir 
Romesh Chandra Mitter is reported to have expressed dissatisfaction at the 


presence of two Europeans at a Hindu gathering. And well he might, for he 1s 4 
sensible man who can read men’s feelings, 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s sym- 
pathy with the people. 
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England-returned people in Bombay and Madras have been declared out- 
castes and therefore unfit to worship the village gods. The keenly feel the 
humiliation, and some of them are therefore trying to have their social disabil- 
ties removed, The existing law is, however, unfavourable to their pretensions, 
and they therefore want to haveit changed. They want a law declaring a sea- 
voyage t0 England by a Hindu socially non-penal. With such a law all their 
jificulties will be at an end. But if the Legislature is to be induced to pass 
such a law, it should be shown to the authorities that a sea-voyage to England 
-. not contrary to the Hindu Sastras, nay, is approved by them. For, if the 
Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor can be satisfied on this point, all 
lificulties in the way of making sea-voyages will disappear. Kumar Benoy 
Krishna and his advisers alone can say why they sent a copy of their pamphlet 
on the sea-voyage question to Sir Alexander Miller, But people suspect that 
their object in so doing was simply to induce Sir Alexander to get a law of the 
rovolutionary nature of the Consent Act passed, declaring that a voyage to England 
will not involve loss of caste. ‘The cause is rightly inferred from the effect, and 
people cannot be blamedif they make tho writer’s inference from tho sending of the 
pamphlet to the Law Member. Sir Charles Elliott himself came to the house of 
Kumar Benoy Krishna some time ago, and encouraged his sca-voyage movement. 
And on Friday the 19th, his favourite Secretary, Mr. Risley, was invited to the 
sea-voyage meeting. People naturally infer from this that an attempt is being 
made by the promoters of the sea-voyage niovement to win over to their cause 
the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor, through Sir Alexander Miller and 
Mr, Nisley respectively. Sir Romesh Chandra probably saw this, and expressed 
his dissatisfaction at the presence of two Sahebs at the meeting. He did not, 
of course, express his feelings publicly; but no matter, the very walls have ears. 
The Rev. Mr. Whitehead, who was also present at the meeting, is known chiefly 
for his lectures inculcating un-Hindu principles. It was he who _ preached 
un-Hindu morality at the Tamluk Hamilton Schooi. Hindu society has always 
distrusted all missionary work on its behalf. : 

It is very desirable that the promoters of a movement like the one under 
notice, should be men whose impartiality or freedom from bias is beyond ques- 
tion. And it: therefore follows that no one whose interest it is to support the 
movement should be its promoter. Neither Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, nor 
Maharaja Norendro Krishna, nor Sir Romesh Chandra, ought to have anything 
to do with this movement. Babu Surendra Nath has been to England, and has 
always been in favour of visiting that country. Maharaja Norendra Krishna’s 
son, Manavendra Krishna, went to England, andso the Maharaja is in a manner 
bound to support the movement. Sir Romesh’s son-in-law went to England, 
and the same disability attaches to him. ‘This being the case, people must 
suspect a seca-going movement which is supported by such men. As for 
Babu Surendra Nath, what he says is absolutely without any value, for there 
is hardly another man in the world so utterly shameless ashe is. But men 
like Maharaja Norendra Krishna and Sir Romesh Chandra may well be 
expected to conduct themselves more carefully. : 


Urtiya PAPERS. 


63 The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 20th July, is sorry to find that 
strong party-spirit in the community of the Bala- 
sore town has been obstructing every development 
of the principles of Local Self-Government in that town, inasmuch as the Com- 
uissloners of the Balasore Municipality find more pleasure in opposing one 
another's views and action, than in discharging their duties towards the rate- 
payers whom they represent. 

bt. The Utkaldipika, of the 23rd July, is glad to find at least one officer in 
the Settlement Department, namely, Mr. Tahrir- 
uddin Ahmed, the Assistant Settlement Officer of 
Serai and Chabiskud in the Puri district, who has 
endeared himself to the people among whom he has worked by his generosity 
and sense of duty. 


The Balasore municipality. 


_A popular Settlement Off 
inthe Puri district. i 
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